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My Association cannot escape the conclusion that this method of
pandering to local prejudice on the part of a great administration would
result in making the position of Coloured people thoroughly intolerable.
My Association will be obliged if you will kindly let me know whether
it is the intention, and if so, will kindly refer me to the law or regula-
tion under which the prohibition has been imposed. Incidentally, I may
be allowed to remark that the manner in which such prohibitive rules
are, from time to time, made without any warning or notice to the por-
tion of the community concerned is extremely irritating and inconvenient.
My Association thinks that British Indians are at least entitled to know be-
forehand regulations that may be framed with reference to them.
I request an early reply.

/ have the honour to remain,

Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
ABDUL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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206. A REPLY TO "THE LEADER"

JOHANNESBURG,
February 16, 1906

TO

THE EDITOR

The Leader

SIR,
I take the liberty of offering a few remarks on your leaderette con-
cerning the letter of my Association addressed to the Town Clerk,1 on
the question of the use of the tram-cars by my countrymen. You have
written in anger and have used threats. I cannot do either, but will
venture to place some facts before you for your acceptance or refutation:
(1)  My Association never contended that all Indians should be allowed
to make use of the tram-cars.    The right is claimed only for those who
are well and cleanly dressed.
(2)  Whatever may be the position in India, I need hardly demons-
trate to you that no man is born a"coolie", and that the only test, so
far as the use of the tram-cars is concerned, can be the personal appea-
rance of the passengers.
(3)  Does it not appear to you a little preposterous to raise the ques-
tion of equality between the two races on the tramway question?
(4)  My Association has emphatically disclaimed any intention to seek
1 Vide pp. 186-7.